
March 28, 2021 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of our Lord 
….a woman entered carrying an alabaster jar of perfume made from aromatic nard.  

Breaking the jar, she began to pour the perfume on the head of Jesus”—Mark 14:3 

 

Dear Friends; 

 

The last week in the life of Jesus danger was in the air. Jesus had told his disciples several times that he was 

going to suffer and die. You did not have to be a genius to understand that when Jesus, in righteous anger, 

“cleansed the Temple” he made some very powerful enemies. The Temple was a major profit center for the 

elites. They were going to kill him. The disciples were in denial about the inevitable. When the inevitable did 

arrive, one disciple had sold out Jesus and the rest ran away. 

 

In those fateful last days, one woman gave her all in testament to her love and faith. Her anointing is a symbolic 

act. It proclaims Jesus to be “the Christ” a title that means anointed one. This anointing does not take place 

when Jesus is at the height of his popularity—the darling of the crowd. The anonymous woman anoints Jesus 

when his fate becomes clear.  

 

The fickle crowd will morph into an angry mob that demands crucifixion. They will jeer him as he dies. Jesus 

will explain that her gesture is a preparation for his death and burial. Jesus is anointed as a Christ that no one 

expects. The Anointed One will suffer and die. 

 

The woman approached carrying the fragile alabaster jar. It’s the type of vessel used to preserve very precious 

imported perfume. Everyone at the dinner could see she was bringing a luxurious gift—even the jar oozed 

extravagance. The guests would have been shocked, rather than remove the lid and pour out a small amount of 

the precious contents, she breaks open the jar.  

 

Destroying the jar she holds nothing back. She will allow the contents to flow over his head and down his 

shoulders. The rich aroma would have permeated the room. Her spilled riches proclaim her faith that wealth is 

worthless and God is not revealed through human power. In his last days, this must have comforted Jesus. 

Someone finally ‘gets him’ and gets his message. 

 

This anointing woman is the opposite of the tone-deaf disciples who never seem to ‘get’ Jesus. She is opposite 

of those who oppose Jesus’ message of radical love. To them love like gold needs to be hoarded and miserly 

doled out. Hers is an extravagant gesture of love by which she professes her faith. Jesus is the vulnerable 

prophet and suffering servant. He is the Anointed of God.  Pouring oil over Jesus, she proclaims that God is 

working through this man, who taught her that love was the only law of life. 

 

This anointing woman is first among the women who stand by Jesus through his passion and execution. Her 

gesture of love speaks louder than words. She shared the faith of Jesus that God’s ways are beyond human 

understanding. God’s love for us is extravagant and holds nothing back. In return we can do no less. 

 

Peace, 

Fr Ron                    Esta carta está en español en el sitio web: www.stannechurchbyron.com 
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